Maxillary sinus augmentation.
Attention to the principles of bone grafting, bone healing, and maxillary sinus physiology as well as anatomy is critical to the successful placement of dental implants in the posterior maxilla. The integration of these principles must take into account the restorative dental requirements and the patient's autonomy in guiding implant reconstruction. As in so many clinical disciplines, additional research is needed to provide better guidance for clinicians. Despite some gaps in our knowledge, however, sinus augmentation procedures have proven to be safe and effective and have permitted the placement of implants in sites that would have otherwise been impossible to treat. This article summarizes techniques and technologies related to maxillary sinus augmentation.